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SIR, 

TH  O’  the  Province  you  have  af- 
fign’d  me  is  the  la  ft  I  fhould 
have  undertaken,  by  my  own 
Consent,  vet  a  Reoueft  fioifi  you,  cai- 
nnng  the  Force  of  an  abfolute  Com¬ 
mand  along  with  it,  I  have  ceniut  d 
to  give  you  my  hafty  Thoughts  upon 
a  Subject  which  otherwife  fhould  have 
pafs’d  amongft  the  reft  of  the  pious 
Frauds  that  have  plagu’d  and  diffracted 

Mankind.  , . 

I  am  fully  aware  to  what  Hazards 

a  Man  of  a  Publick  Character,  expo- 
fes  his  Reputation  to,  in  talking  freely, 

As  mush 
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much  more  in  writing  on  fiich  a  To- 
pick,  efpecially  in  the  Country,  where 
to  make  the  leaft  Doubt,  is  a  Badge 
of  Infidelity;  and  not  to  be  fuperftitious, 
paifes  fora  dull  Neutrality  in  Religion, 
if  not  a  direft  Atheifm.  And  here, 
Sir,  I  cannot  but  envy  one  Privilege 
you  enjoy  in  Town,  which  is,  a  Free¬ 
dom  of  Thought  and  Talk,  whilft  we 
are  very  often  reduc’d  to  the  Neceffity 
of  fwallowing  the  greateft  Improbabi¬ 
lities,  without  the  leaft  Change  of 
Countenance,  for  fear  of  offending  any 
Bigot  of  Figure.  To  offer  any  Rea- 
fon  in  Bar  of  their  Perfwafion,  would 
be  call'd  an  Attempt  upon  their  Judg¬ 
ments  ;  fo  that  in  all  popular  Errors, 
if  we  difcover  the  leaft  Incredulity, 
we  run  the  Rifque  of  being  taken  for 
Men  of  no  Religion  ;  or  if  we  pretend 
to  be  implicit  Believers,  we  play  the 
Hypocrite  with  our  Reafon  and  Con¬ 
fidence.  But  as  to  my  own  part,  who 
never  yet  came  under  the  flavifh  Ties 
of  popular  Compliances,  or  ever  fiuffer’d 
my  Judgment  to  mingle  with  the 
Crowd,  am  not  very  tender  of  contra¬ 
dicting  any  Opinion,  how  powerfully 
foever  fiupported,  where  I* fee  any  ten¬ 
dency  in  it  towards  enflaving  Mankind, 
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or  eftabliflhing  Error  on  the  Foot  of 
Pride  and  Superftition.  lam  glad  fo 
judicious  and  penetrating  a  Judge  went 
the  Circuit,  who  could  not  be  impos’d 
upon  by  the  ftale  Artifice  of  Exorcifms, 
or  fuffer  his  Faith  to  bend  to  an  en¬ 
chanted  Feather.  His  rational  Diftruft 
of  fo  many  Improbabilities,  I  hope, 
will  be  a  lafting  Precedent  to  others 
in  that  venerable  Station  ;  fo  that  here¬ 
after  we  may  not  have  that  Wafte  of 
Humane  Blood  in  every  Village,  upon 
the  wild  Teftimonies  of  a  parcel  of 
Brain-fick  People,  who  often  ftand  in 
need  of  Dieting  and  Shaving  them*’ 
felves. 

What  I  have  to  fay  upon  this  Head 
being  to  be  compriz’d  within  the  Com- 
pafs  of  a  Letter,  I  fhall  not  enter  up¬ 
on  a  long  Differtation  of  the  diftinft 
Species  of  Evil  Spirits,  or  the  Diffe¬ 
rence  the  Learned  make  between  them  ; 
but  direftly  fall  upon  examining  the 
Abfurdity  and  Inconfiftency  of  the  late 
Depofitions  againft  Jane  Wenham.  2 dlj} 
Shew  that  all  our  Proofs  of  Witch¬ 
craft,  are  very  fallacious,  and  confe- 
quently  ought  never  to  extend  to  Life. 
And  in  the  la  ft  place,  That  the  pre¬ 
tended  Exorcifms  praftifed  on  Anne 

Thorn, 
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*Fhorn,  are  meer  fpirituai  Juggles,  and 
the  very  Spirit  of  Prieft-craft. 

Of  all  the  ridiculous  Stories  that  have 
been  vamp’d  up  to  feduce  and  impofe 
upon  the  credulous  Part  of  Mankind, 
I  never  yet  met  with  any  one  ufher’d 
in  with  fuch  a  Farce,  as  that  of  Ma¬ 
thew  G liftoffs  being  fent  upon  a  Fool’s 
Errand  to  fetch  Straw  from  a  Dunghil* 
leap  three  Miles, without  ha vingany  fur¬ 
ther  Violence  offered  to  him.  This  was 
a  fportive  fort  of  Witch-craft ;  and  Jane 
Wenhanfs  Familiar  at  that  time,  was  a 
merry  Droll, he  muff  be  rank’d  amongft 
that  Species  of  Demons,  of  which  they 
fay  there  are  but  thirty  Thoufand  who 
divert  themfelves  with  wild  Pranks  here 
upon  Earth,  and  fometimes  are  faid  to 
do  agreeable  Services  to  Mankind. 
But  letting  this  afide,  how  natural  is 
it  to  Conjectures  that  this  Fellow,  in  or¬ 
der  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  his  Ma¬ 
ker,  and  knowing  the  Spleen  he  bore 
j Une  Wenhamj  to  contrive  this  fool i 111 
Capricio  of  his  own,  which,  how  ridi¬ 
culous  and  unaccountable  foever  it  may 
found,  (till  makes  it  more  the  ignorant 
Fellow's  own  Invention,  and  could  not 
fail  of  bemg  digefted  by  all  Degrees 
of  People,  after  they  had  proclaim’d 
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her  a  Witch  for  fome  Years?  But  can 
any  Man  in  his  ferious  Thoughts  be¬ 
lieve  a  Spirit  to  be  an  Aftor  in  fo  co¬ 
mical  a  Part  as  is  here  reprefented  ? 
Can  it  enter  any  Man’s  Heart  to  con¬ 
ceive,  that  any  Familiar,  or  Demon, 
would  engage  in  fuch  Trifles,  to  come 
and  play  idle  infignificant  Pranks,  en¬ 
ter  a  humane  Body,  force  it  againft  its 
Will  to  fuch  a  place,  and  cut  Bono> 
why  truly,  for  a  pennyworth  of  Straw, 
and  to  bring  it  home  in  his  Shirt.  Tliefe 
are  fuch  crude,  indigefted  Stories,  as 
would  fcarce  pafs  upon  the  poor  igno¬ 
rant  Lap-landers, 

This  was  only  defign’d,  I  prefume, 
as  a  merry  Prologue,  to  make  the  Au¬ 
ditors  laugh, till  the  Curtain  was  drawn, 
and  the  Scene  open’d,  where  the  reft  of 
the  Entertainment  is  equally  diverting  : 
Jane  VCenham  is  affronted  for  being  call’d 
Witph  by  Chapman ,  Mr.  Gardiner  the 
Parfon  is  made  Referree  of  the  Diffe¬ 
rence,  afligns  her  but  a  Shilling  Da¬ 
mage;  which  file  refenting,  faid,  Hie 
would  have  Juftice  fomewhere  elfe,  if 
flie  could  not  have  it  there.  Though 
.  there  was  nothing  harfh  in  that  Ex- 
preffion  oi  Jane  Wenbawfs,  but  what 
might  drop  from  any  Perfon  either  con- 

fcious 
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fcidus  to  herfelf,  or  not  eonfcious  of 
the  Crime  fhe  was  accufed,  confider- 
ing  the  Provocation  was  fo  great  in 
the  Eve  of  the  World,  and  the  Da¬ 
mage  aflign’d  her  was  fo  fmall ;  yet 
upon  an  Accident  falling  out  in  Mr. 
Gardiner's  Family,  this  Expreflion  of 
hers  is  wrefted  to  a  Threatning  of  fbme 
dreadful  Revenge  upon  the  Parfon’s 
Houfe.  But  here  a  modeft  Query  may 
arife :  Why  did  not  the  Blow  fall  di- 
reftly  upon  the  Parfon,  who  had  in¬ 
jur’d  her,  or  transferr’d  to  fo  remote  a 
Branch  of  his  regard  as  that  of  a  Ser¬ 
vant?  That  Queftion,  upon  lecond 
Thoughts,  may  be  too  free  :  What ! 
Thunder-ftrike  Oaks  ?  What!  a  Cler¬ 
gy-man  lie  expofed  to  the  Fury,  of  the 
Devil?  No,  no,  they  are  all  of  the 
holy  Seed,  and  cannot  be  reach’d  by 
any  infernal  Power  :  So  the  Man  of 
God  being  impregnable,  the  poor  Maid, 
who  is  defcrib’d  equally  as  innocent,  is 
left  to  hand  the  Shock.  And  really 
the  firft  prank  is  very  extraordinary : 
Anne  Thorn  finding  a  Roaming  in  her 
Head,  and  thinking  on  Jane  Wenham , 
is  with  her  lame  Knee,  all  on  a  hid¬ 
den,  tranfported  againft  her  Will,  half 
a  Mile,  climbs  over  a  Five-Bar-gate  to 

gather 
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gather  fome  Sticks,  meets  an  Old  Wo¬ 
man,  who  gives  her  a  crooked  Pin  to  pin 
up  the  Sticks  in  her  Apron  and  Gown, 
and  fo  file  returns,  and  Mrs.  Gardiner 
finds  her  ftripp’d  upon  her  Return.  A 
ftrangeand  wonderful  Account,  and  all 
done  in  the  fpace  of  feven  Minutes, 
which  would  take  up  feven  Years  to 
make  good  ProoPof.  Now  the  genuine 
Account  of  the  Matter  feemsto  lie  thus : 
Anne  Thorn  fitting  by  the  Kitchin  Fire 
mufing,  and  her  Spirits  being  under  a 
growing  Diforder,  as  we  may  ratio¬ 
nally  fuppofe  they  were,  by  the  Sequel : 
Such  an  irregular  Motion  as  {Ripping 
her  felf, might  ftrike  upon  her  Fancy, and 
fhe  be  prompted  to  take  off  her  Gown, 
and  gather  up  a  few  Oaken  Twigs, 
which  lie  generally  loofe  about  a 
Kitchin  Hearth,  and  make  them  up  in 
a  Bundle:  That  being  feiz’d  with  an. 
Epileptic!?  Fit,  as  the  Symptom  of  find¬ 
ing  a  Roaming  in  her  Head  (by  which, 
no  doubt,  {lie  meant  a  Giddinefs  or 
Vertigo)  plainly  indicates,  Jane  Wen- 
bam,  who  was  in  her  Thoughts  juft 
at  her  going  into  the  Fit,  might  very 
probably  beat  ftrongly  upon  her  Ima¬ 
gination,  during  that  Paroxilm  ;  and 
that  Mr s.  - Gardiner  corning  in  at  the 

B  Clofe 
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Clofe  of  the  Fit,  and  finding  her  in 
that  diforder’d  Pofture,  Anne  Thorn  re¬ 
lated  to  her  what  was  fo  warm  upon 
her  Fancy.  This  is  natural  to  fuppofe, 
without  ft  retching  of  Reafon,  or  com¬ 
mon  Senfe.  But  here  was  a  very  good 
Handle  for  a  Story  againft  the  fufpe- 
tted  Jane  Wenham ;  and  when  they 
were  furnifh’d  with  fuch  Materials 
from  the  poor  Delirant,  they  might  as 
well  make  a  Wild-Goofe  Chafe  of  it, 
as  let  the  Scene  be  confin’d  to  fo  nar¬ 
row  a  Compafs  as  the  Chimney-Cor¬ 
ner.  Evidence  in  fuch  a  Cafe  could 
not  be  long  a  procuring ;  no  doubt, 
the  whole  Parifh,  after  a  Prepoffeflion 
of  Jane  Wenham’ s  being  a  Witch  for 
many  Years,  could  not  fail  of  believing 
any  Thing  againft  her,  even  in  Oppo- 
fition  to  their  Senfes.  Accordingly  two 
of  John  Chapman’s  Men  are  pitch’d  upon 
as  Witneffes  to  this  Half-Mile-Courfe 
of  Anne  Thorn’s  ;  one  of  which,  I  pre¬ 
fume,  was  the  Fellow  that  was  fent  to 
pick  Straws  three  Miles,  and  had  not 
worn  that  Journey  out  of  his  Head  ; 
and  another  (as  difcerning  a  Spirit  as 
himfelf )  Evidence  that  perhaps  might 
jultly  hang  a  Day  for  Sheep-biting. 
This,  I  fay,  feems  to  be  a  plain  and 

"  -  -  full 
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full  Account  of  the  firft  Adventure. 
But  when  People  come  to  talk  pofitive- 
ly,  and  depofe  the  feveral  Paflages  as 
are  related  by  Anne  Thorn ,  upon  Oath, 
they  are  (hocking  to  every  common 
Ear.  In  a  true  Laxation  of  the  Knee, 
it  is  impofiible  to  walk,  the  Bone  be¬ 
ing  out  of  its  proper  Socket,  rendring 
the  Motion  of  the  Mufcles  altogether 
ufelefs.  If  it  was  only  a  violent  Ex- 
tention  of  the  Rotula,  fomething  might 
be  allow’d :  But  it’s  hard  to  tell  what 
this  was,  your  Country  Bone-Setters 
feldom  plaguing  their  Heads  with  Di- 
llinftions. 

Now  here,  if  I  might  find  room 
for  Belief,  I  would  rather  place  Anne 
Thorn  amongft  the  Number  of  Mani- 
acks,  than  Demoniacks,  for  they  real¬ 
ly  befpeak  fomething  more  than  Hi- 
fterical:  Her  frequent  Ravings,  her 
lucid  Intervals,  her  ftrong  Imagination, 
her  more  than  ordinary  Strength, 
are  Symptoms  which  agree  well 
enough  with  Mad  People  ;  her  fix> 
quent  Calling  out  upon  Jane  Wenhatn , 
as  the  Source  of  all  her  Woe,  no 
doubt,  was  owing  to  an  Idea  ftrong- 
ly  imprefs’d  upon  her  Brain,  of  Jane 
Wenham\  being  a  Witch,  and  a  mif- 

'  B  2  chievous 
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chievous  Perfon,  improved  by  an  heat- 
ed  Imagination,  and  raifed  to  a  Pitch 
of  Fury  againft  her  by  the  quick  and 
impetuous  Motion  of  the  animal  Spi¬ 
rits,  and  rapid  Motion  of  the  Blood, 

As  to  that  Objection  which  lies  in 
my  way,  of  Anm  Thorns  appearing 
very  compofed,  and  free  from  any  Dis¬ 
order  of  Mind,  before  She  was  Seiz’d 
with  thefe  Fits.  It  is  anfwered,  That 
generally  before  Maniacks,  or  mad 
People,  fall  into  their  Diftemper,  there 
is  a  great  Calm  and  Slownefs  of  Mo- 
.  tion  in  the  Animal  Spirits,  which  oc- 
cafions  a  very  flow  Motion  in  the  Hu¬ 
mours  about  the  Bowels,  and  very  of¬ 
ten  a  Stagnation,  that  difpofes  them  to 
a  particular  fort  ofPutrefa&ion,  whence 
gradually  proceeding  fome  putrid , 
Sharp,  and  falin  Particles  that  opprefs 
the  Animal  Spirits,  and  dull  their  Mo- 
tion9  till  they  feparate  gradually,  and 
mix  with  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood, 
then  at  length  great  Crowds  ilfuing 
out,  do  violently  ftimulate  and  hurry 
the  Animal  Spirits  into  that  Fury  and 
Tempeft. 

As  to  her  feeing  an  Old  Woman 
muffled  up  in  a  Riding-Hood,  and 
giving  her  a  crooked  Pin,  and  then  va- 
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nifhing,  is  all  ridiculous  “and  fanciful. 
For  in  lefs  Indifpofitions  than  this  poor 
Maid  is  reported  to  labour  under,  we 
find  People,  either  thro"  a  Vicipufnefs 
of  Sight,  or-  by  a  certain  Situation  of 
Objefts,  they  believe  they  fee  that 
which  really  is  not.  In  nervous  Cafes, 
does  it  not  often  happen,  that  by  a 
certain  Motion  of  our  Eyes,  Objefts 
appear  to  us  otherwife  than  they  feem 
to  us  when  without  this  Motion  ?  In 
ftiort,  our  Senfes  are  allow  d  to  be  great 
Deceivers,  But  I  take  this  Apparition  of 
the  Old  Woman  in  a  Riding- hood  to 
be  the  effeft  of  a  deprav'd  Imagination  ; 
Fear,  Terror,  and  Rage,  had  fo  di- 
ftrafted  her  Brain,  and  muicipU’d  fo 
many  monftrous  Idea’s  of  Jane  -Wen - 
hams  deftruflive  Power,  that  An  e 
Thorn  couM,  in  cafe  of  need,  have,  ly 
the  Streng  a  of  her  warm  Fa  ncy,  trarr  - 
form’d  Old  Jane  into  more  Shapes 'and. 
Figures,  than  line  or  her  Familiar  were 
able  to  do. 

After  this,  Anne  Thorn  is  reprefented 
to  us  falling  into  Trembling  and  Co:n 
vulfions,  arid  upon  her  Recovery,  im- 
pell’d  to  go  and  fetch  more  Sticks,  with¬ 
out  which  file  fhould  never  be  well, 
and  leaping  over  Five-Bar-Gates  in  her 

Palfage  j 
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Paffage;and  that  fhe  was  hindred  from 
going  any  further  by  Jane  Wenham ,  who 
flood  in  the  Way  to  intercept  her, 
place  this  Account  with  the  Evi¬ 
dence  ,  as  I  do  the  other  amongft 
the  Midffiummer-Night’s  Dreams,  and 
do  deny  it  to  be  in  the  Power  of 
any  Perfon,  the  World  calls  a  Witch, 
or  Familiar,  to  force  any  Perfon  againft 
their  Wills  upon  fuch  trifling  Errands ; 
or  to  aft  fo  upon  them,  as  to  make 
them  leap  Five-Bar-Gates,  &c.  As  to 
the  Firfty  If  it  be  faid  that  a  Demon, 
Witch,  or  Spirit,  forces  any  Creature  to 
aft  in  fuch  and  fuch  a  manner,  I  de¬ 
mand  in  the  next  place,  how  he  forces 
him  ?  Does  he  abfolutely  deprive  him 
of  the  Liberty  of  doing  what  he  pleales? 
How  came  he  by  this  Power  ?  Has  he 
it  from  himfelf,  or  from  fome  Superi¬ 
or  Being  ?  I  believe  few  are  lo  fan- 
guine  to  affirm,  that  he  has  of  himfelf 
the  Power  of  forcing  Men  to  do  what¬ 
ever  he  pleafes,  without  their  being  able 
to  avoid  fubmitting  to  his  Decrees. 
If  it  be  urg’d,  that  he  holds  this  Po- 
xver  of  the  Supreme  Being,  what  Proof 
can  be  produc’d  of  it?  Whatever  Ar¬ 
guments  can  be  form’d  to  prove  this, 
Can  it  poffiblv  fuit  with  the  Divine 

Wifdoui 
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Wifdom  and  Goodnefs?  Is  there  any 
Agreement  betwixt  fo  immenfe  a  Po¬ 
wer  lodg’d  in  a  wicked  and  revenge¬ 
ful  Spirit,  and  the  Divine  Love  to  Man¬ 
kind,  joined  with  his  Knowledge  of 
their  Weaknefs,  and  how  eafily  they 
are  captivated  and  furpriz’d  by  his 
Wiles  ?  As  to  the  Second,  ’tis  no  dif¬ 
ficult  matter  to  fay  a  Witch’s  Familiar, 
Demon,  (or  what  you  pleafe,  amongft 
the  vaft  Variety  of  Names  to  call  them) 
can  do  this  or  that ;  but  this  does  not 
convince  every  thinking  Perfon  of  his 
or  her  preternatural  Power.  Let’s 
make  a  familiar  Inftance :  No  Spirit 
afts  otherwife  than  by  its  own  Will, 
and  its  Will  confifts  in  nothing  but  a 
bare  Thought.  Then  I  demand,  how 
our  own  Spirit,  that  is  our  Soul,  does 
the  lead  thing  to  our  Bodies,  if  it  be 
true  that  this  is  done  by  Thought  ? 
If  it  is  our  Will,  our  Foot  and  Hand 
move,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as  we 
would  have  them.  Let  us  try  the 
fame  on  another  Body  which  is  not 
ours,  without  the  Interpofition  of  our 
own.  Let’s  try  a  little  only  by  Thought, 
to  make  a  Body,  or  the  Refemblance  or 
Shade  of  any  one  in  any  Place  what¬ 
ever  here  on  Earth,  or  in  the  Air. 

Now 
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How  then  fhould  a  Demon  or  Fami¬ 
liar  do  this,  who  has  no  Body  of  his 
o  vn  ?  But  fetting  afide  this,  perhaps 
as  a  little  too  abftrufe,  you’ll  fay  per¬ 
haps,  the  Supreme  Being  permits  this 
Demon  or  Familiar  to  enter  the  Body 
of  the  Perfon,  and  fo  aftuate  it  as 
it  pleafes.  What  a  Chain  of  Abfurdi- 
ties  muft  we  admit  of  here.  Flere  we 
mu  ft  fuppofe  God  working  a  Miracle 
upon  every  trifling  Occafion,  to  oblige 
the  evil  Spirits  ;  as  if  Miracles  were 
not  too  much  to  grant  them,  confider- 
ing  how  ftrongly  they  are  bent  to 
do  Mankind  Mifchief ;  and  not  only 
this,  but  likewife  indulge  them  in  fe- 
veral  apifh,  ridiculous  Pranks,  which 
they  continually  abufe,  to  the  Difho- 
jnou-r  of  the  Creator,  and  the  Damage 
of  his  innocent  Creatures,  and  to  fum 
up  this  Inconfiflency,  all  to  humour 
fome  poor,  decripid,  filly  Old  Woman. 
I  pafs  by  a  Hurdle  of  Follies,  much 
of  the  fame  Nature^  till  Jane  Wen - 
ham  is  brought  to  Anne  Thorn ,  who 
long’d  to  fatiate  her  felf  with  her 

o 

Blood  :  Accordingly  Jane  We  mam  comes 
to  tier,  and  Anne  Thorns  Colour  and 
Speech  returns,  and  fhe  fcratches  Jane 
Wen  ham’s  Forehead,  but  could  letch 
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no  Blood,  which  occafioned  a  very 
fage  Remark.  Now,  who  but  a  pack 
of  Idiots,  could  have  expefted  a  Tor¬ 
rent  of  Blood,  or  indeed  but  a  few 
Drops,  from  a  fhrivelPd  Old  Forehead, 
which,  if  fqueez’d  and  collected,  would 
not  yeild  half  an  Ounce  ?  and  even  in 
its  mod  florid  State, is  but  a  dry  Mufcle, 
and  the  Vein  a  rowling  one,  not  ea- 
fily  to  be  launch’d  by  a  Finger-Nail. 

After  this,  we  find  ^jme  Wenbam 
fubmitting  to  be  fearch’d,  and  willing 
to  undergo  all  thofe  Trials  that  never 
fail  of  ditcovering  a  Witch,  according 
to  the  Country  Probations  ;  but  this, 
we  find  pafs’d  by  as  unneceflary  at 
that  time,  but  afterwards  try’d  to  no 
purpofe;  tho’  if  any  of  thofe  Perfons 
concern’d  in  her  Arraignment,  had 
from  their  Souls  believ’d  her  as  they 
reprefen  ted  her,  I  am  apt  to  believe, 
they  would  have  been  likewife  fatis- 
fied  in  that  Point,  as  well  as  given 
to  other  ridiculous  Notions  and  Expe¬ 
riments, as  burning  the  Bundle  of  Sticks, 
and  the  Pin,  and  the  Feathers,  &c*  But 
now  comes  on  the  famous  Trial  of  Skill, 
about  repeating  the  Lord’s-Prayer. 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Strut ,  the  chief 
Champion  in  the  Lifts,  and  his  Fel- 
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low  Labourer  Mrs.  Gardiner ,  againft  a 
poor  ignorant  Old  Woman.  Jmpar 
congrejfus :  And  great  Strefs  is  laid  up¬ 
on  her  repeating;  Lead  us  not  into  Tem¬ 
ptation,  with  two  Negatives.  Now  I 
would  venture  a  (mail  Wager  upon  it, 
take  England  round,  and  there  are  $ 
Parts  in  4  of  the  Country  People 
pronounce  that  Sentence  generally  af¬ 
ter  this  manner.  But  not  putting  this 
infallible  Touchstone  upon  fo  uncertain 
an  Iffue,  as  coming  from  the  Mouth  of 
a  Reverend  Divine  ;  It  may  be  worth 
the  while  to  enquire,  whether  too  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  Auditors  were  not  very  cu¬ 
rious  in  watching  every  Lapfe  of  her 
Tongue,  or  preventing  her  Repetition 
of  thofe  Words,  with  too  many  imper¬ 
tinent  Questions,  or  alarming  her  with 
the  fup pos’d  Impoffibilitv  of  repeating 
them.  But  drawing  off  from  Conje¬ 
ctures,  1  would  fain  know  how  the 
falfe  Pronunciation  of  that  Sentence 
particularly,  came  to  be  the  Criterion 
of  a  Witch  ;  I  think  none  of  our  Ku¬ 
bricks  enjoin  it  as  a  fpecifick  Trial,  and 
I  hope,  no  learned  Divine  has  borrow’d 
it  either  from  a  Popifh  Legend, or  found 
it  amongft  fome  Country  Receipts  for 
a  Strain,  a  Quaking-Pudding,  or  a  Cut- 
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Finger:  No,  we  cannot  think  fo  meanly 
of  any  Branch  of  the  facred  Body.  Then 
let's  come  a  little  clofer  to  the  Point, 
and  try  it  by  dint  of  Reafon.  It  would 
be  fome  Satisfa&ion  to  know,  why  a 
Witch,  &c,  as  the  Reverend  call  poor 
old  jf ane,  fhould  boggle  at  one  Sen¬ 
tence  more  than  another.  The  Reafon 
aflign’d,  I  prefume,  is,  that  they  being 
confcious  of  running  voluntarily  into 
Temptation  ,  have  not  the  Face  to 
pray  that  God  would  prevent  them 
from  falling  into  it ;  whereby  the  Re¬ 
verend  allow  their  Witch  fome  Grace. 
But  pray  then,  with  what  Front  can 
fuch  a  Creature  fay,0//r  Father^&c. when 
file  has  renounc’d  God,  and  refign’d 
her  felf  up  to  the  Devil  by  Contraft  ? 
How  can  Hie  fay,  Thy  Will  be  done , 
when  fhe  is  continually  employ’d  in 
the  Devil’s  Service  ?  In  fine,  How  can 
file  pray,  Thy  Kingdom  come ,  or  for  the 
fecond  Coming  of  thrift  to  Judgment, 
when  file  muft  expeft  by  that  judgment 
to  be  irreverfibly  damn’d  ?  But  here’s 
a  very  ftrong  Argument  they  bring 

to  confirm  the  Guilt  of  Jane  Wenham , 
viz.  her  falling  down  at  Mrs.  Gardiner* s 
Feet,  before  fhe  gave  in  her  Informa¬ 
tion,  and  beeping  her  not  to  fwear  a- 
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gainft  her,  ufing  many  Exprellions  of 
Fear,  leaft  fne  fhould  be  lent  to  Goal. 
Now  with  me  it’s  a  moot  Point,  whe¬ 
ther  Jane  WerthanPs  earned:  Entreaty  to 
Mrs.  Gardiner,  not  to  fwear  again  ft 
her,  does  not  feem  rather  a  tender  Re* 
gard  to  Mrs.  Gardinerh  Soul,  tor  fear 
ihe  fhould  Perjure  her  feif  in  her  De- 
pofition,  than  a  Difcovery  of  her  own 
Guilt.  But  fetting  that  afide,  Jane  Wen- 
ham  might  very  readily  fugged:  to  her 
felf,  that  Mrs.  Gardiner  being  the  prime 
Undertaker  in  this  Affair,  a  fierce  Bi¬ 
got, and  a  fuperftitious  Believer  of  what¬ 
ever  drbpt  from  Anne  Thorns  Mouth 
in  her  raving  Fits,  might,  by  a  heat 
cf  Paffion,  peculiar  to  fuch  Zealots, 
give  feme  Colourings  of  her  own  to  the 
ridiculous  Account  (lie  was  to  relate: 
And  Jane  Wortham  being  a  poor  help- 
lefs  Creature,  detefted  by  the  whole 
Parilh,  upon  the  Suppofition  of  her 
being  a  Witch,  being  fenfible  of  the 
Weight  and  Authority  of  fuch  an  li¬ 
vid  ence,  and  that  her  Fate  in  a  great 
meafure  depended  upon  her  Depofi- 
tion,  might,  amidftthofe  anxious  Fears 
and  Cares,  be  allow  d  to  follicit  Mrs. 
Gardiner's  Favour,  without  the  leaft  Co¬ 
lour  of  Suspicion,  Then  as  to  exp  reft 
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fing  her  Fears  of  being  fent  to  Goal* 
there  is  fo  little  Strefs  to  be  laid  upon  it, 
that  nothing  could  have  juftify’d  the 
Mention  of  it,  but  only  that  it  ferves  to 
make  this  Collection  of  Prodigies  more 
curious.  For  who  is  there  without  dif- 
mal  Apprehenfions  of  a  Goal?  Who 
thinks  of  Confinement  without  Horror? 
Much  more  might  fuch  an  abandon’d 
Wretch,  who  had  a  either  Friends  or 
Money,  dread  being  fent  there,  when, 
under  her  Circumftances,  lhe  could  ex¬ 
pect  nothing  lefs  than  a  Courfe  of  Mi- 
fery  and  Hardfhip  worfe  than  Death. 

As  to  the  Information  oiSufan  Aylotty 
it’s  fo  disjointed,  and  even  conjectural, 
after  her  own  Way  of  telling  the  Sto¬ 
ry,  that  it  deferves  no  Remark. 

Thomas  Adams's  is  likewife  of  the  fame 
Complexion.  He,  it  feems,  has  j  or  4  fat 
Sheep  die  of  the  Megrim,  by  feeding 
in  too  rank  Pafture  ;  and  becaufe  this 
poor  old  Creature  was  feen  in  his  Tur¬ 
nip-Field,  ergo  fhe  bewitch'd  his  Sheep. 
Fair  Confluences,  and  which,  if  made 
ufe  of,  might  ferve  to  condemn  all  the 
innocent  People  of  a  Parifh,  as  well  a*, 
the  guilty,  in  the  fpace  of  a  Year. 

Another  Wife-acre  fwears  he  came 
within  ?  Minutes  of  % ane  Wenham's 
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threatning  Anne  Thorn  ;  and  if  he  had 
been  in  the  Indies  at  that  time,  ’twas 
as  much  to  the  Purpofe. 

But  here  is  Tome  Teeming  weight  in 
what  comes  next :  Mr.  Strut  having  re¬ 
new’d  his  Proof  of  Jane  Wenham's  Guilt, 
by  her  not  repeating  a  particular  Sen¬ 
tence  or  two  in  the  Lord’s-Prayer  ;  af¬ 
ter  his  Dialeft  ( which  I  have  already 
fhewn  to  be  inconclufive)  asks  her, if  (lie 
had  any  hand  in  bewitching  Anne  Thorns, 
to  which  at  firft  Hie  gave  no  pofitive  An- 
fwer  ;  but  upon  Mr.  Strut's  telling  her 
how  beneficial  fuch  a  Confeflion  would 
be  to  her  own  Soul,  and  others,  if  fhe 
was  guilty,  fhe  began  to  relent,  and  in 
the  Prefence  of  Mr.  Gardiner ,  and  her 
Kinfman  Archer ,  Mr.  Strut  ask’d  her  fin- 
cerely  to  tell  him  whether  fhe  was  a 
Witch?  fhe  faid  fhe  was:  Then  he 
ask’d  her,  whether  fine  had  not  an  hand 
in  bewitching  Anne  Thorn  ?  fhe  faid  fhe 
had,  but  there  was  another  concern’d 
with  her  :  Then  he  ask’d  what  induc’d 
her  to  it  ?  fhe  faid,  the  Girl  had  once 
vex’d  her.  Then  fire  was  ask’d,  whether 
fhe  did  not  meet  Anne  Thorn  on  Tuefday 
Morning  ?  To  which  file  anfwer’d,  No: 
But  being  ask’d,  whether  it  was  not  her 
Familiar?  fhe  anfwer’d  in  the  affirma- 
if  *  tive. 
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tive.  She  likewife  confefs’d,  file  had 
liv’d  in  that  Courfe  of  Life  above  1 6 
Years :  She  then  being  ask’d,  what  in¬ 
duc’d  her  to  that  Familiarity  with  the 
Devil  ?  Said, it  was  a  malicious  and  wick¬ 
ed  Mind  ;  for  when  any  of  her  Neigh¬ 
bours  vex’d  her,  flie  us’d  horrid  Curfes 
and  Imprecations,  on  which  the  Devil 
took  Advantage  over  her. 

With  Submiffion  to  this  Reverend  Di¬ 
vine, I  think  thatall  theQueftionsare  ve¬ 
ry  fuperficial,  and  enfnaring,  and  half  of 
them  fuch  as  fhe  knew  not  the  meaning 
of.  As  to  the  firft,  Whether  (he  was  a 
Witch,  fhe  is  faid  to  confefs  her  felf  to 
be  fo:  Whereas,  if  his  fecond  Queftion 
had  been,  What  is  a  Witch  ?  fhe  would 
not  havebeen  able  to  tell ;  and  I  queftion 
whether  it  might  not  have  put  his  Re¬ 
verence  to  fome  trouble  to  define :  The 
Parifih  having  lodg’d  that  Name  Over 
her  for  fome  Years, the  poor  fimple  Crea¬ 
ture  own’d  her  felf  to  be  what  they  had 
ftigmatiz’d  her  for, without  either  know¬ 
ing  the  Hazard  of  Confeflion,  or  the 
Properties  of  a  Witch.  The  fecond  Que¬ 
ftion  is  as  unfair  as  the  firft :  For  fhe 
not  being  fuppofed  to  know  the  Mean¬ 
ing  of  a  Witch  in  the  Latitude,  her 
Accufers  took  it,  fo  by  that  fecond  Que¬ 
ftion 


(  25  ) 

,?  ftion  they  involv’d  the  poor  ftupid  Crea* 
ture  in  a  Plot  againft  her  own  Life,  if 
the  Queftion  had  follow’d,  about  the 
Modus  of  her  bewitching,  fhe  would 
have  been  as  much  at  a  lofs  as  to  have 
defin’d  a  Witch.  The  Third  Queftion 
about  her  Familiar, is  equally  enfnaring, 
fhe  not  knowing  the  meaning  of  the 
Term,  or  the  Ule  a  Familiar  is  put  to ; 
The  Parfon  help’d  her  out  with  a  lead¬ 
ing  Queftion.  Then  as  to  her  Confeflion 
of  having  liv’d  in  that  Courfe  1 6  Years, 
I  take  to  be  no  more  than  a  bare  Com¬ 
putation  of  the  Time  the  Parifih  had  ac¬ 
counted  her  fo.  The  laft  is  as  fair  as  the 
reft,  viz.  What  induc’d  her  to  fuch  a 
Familiarity  with  the  Devil  ?  when  we 
have  no  account  of  any  fhe  made  ufe  of 
What  Familiarity  this  was,  fhould  like- 
wife  have  been  enquir’d  into :  The  ori¬ 
ginal  Contract  between  them  produc’d, 
an  Account  like  wife  how  the  Com¬ 
merce  between  them  had  been  carry’d 
on  ;  In  what  manner  fhe  afted  under 
the  Devil  ?  But  inftead  of  this,  we  have 
the  old  dry  Anfwer,  a  wicked  Mind, 
and  that  fhe  ufing  to  curfe  her  Neigh¬ 
bours,  the  Devil  took  advantage  over 
her.  Why  is  not  the  particular  Advan¬ 
tage  the  Devil  took  over  her  explain’d  ? 

No 
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No  doubt,  the  Devil  takes  advantage 
over  every  Perfon  that  tranfgreffes,  buc 
not  fo  as  to  bring  him  under  his  imme¬ 
diate  Power  and  Influence  :  Neither  do 
I  believe  the  Devil  took  any  more  ad¬ 
vantage  over  her, than  any  common  Sig¬ 
ner.  But  the  Queftions  and  Anfwers  are 
fo  prettily  adapted, and  contriv’d  fo  well 
for  fhortning  the  Difpute,and  enfnaring 
the  poor  fenfelefs  Creature  in  a  few 
Words,  that  I  cannot  help  believing  but 
the  whole  Catechifm,both  Queftion  and 
Anfwer,  was  contriv’d  by  the  Prieft. 
Ay  !  But  here  is  Self  Conviftion,  fhe  is 
condemn’d  out  of  her  own  Mouth,  and 
what  neceffity  is  there  of  farther  Evi¬ 
dence.  But  confider  theCreature  that  thus 
condemns  her  felf :  A  poor,  ftupid  igno¬ 
rant  Wretch,  that  had  been  harrafs’d  out 
of  her  Senfes,  threatned  by  all  the  Pariflh, 
Brow-beaten  by  the  Juftice, loaded  with 
20  hard-mouth’d  D^pofitions,  clofeted 
by  Priefts,  told  the  Advantages  of con- 
feffing,  and  perhaps,  that  a  frank  Difi 
covery  might  be  ofufe  to  her.  I  fay, 
weighing  all  thefe  Circumflances,  What 
could  be  expected  from  this  poor  Wretch 
under  this  Confternatidn  ?  But  howe¬ 
ver,  it  is  np  Rarety  to  find  thefe  repu¬ 
ted  Socerers  and  Witches,  accufing  them- 
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even  of  killing  Perfons,  when  they  have 
been  actually  alive,  either  out  of  an  un¬ 
accountable  Vanity  of  diftinguifhing 
themfelves,  or  a  vain  Defign  of  making 
themfelves  fear’d. 

After  this,  we  are  entertain’d  with  a 
merry  Account  of  Caterwauling,  and 
with  fuch  variety  of  Accents,  as  are  fel- 
dom  heard  but  about  Midnight.  But  we 
find  Ann  Thorn's  Fits  continuing  violent- 
upon  her,  and  taking  notice  of  no  Per- 
fon ;  but  when  JanetVenbam  was  brought 
into  the  Room,  fhe  flew  up  with  great 
Strength  and  Fury, crying  out,  tVhat  are 
you  come  to  torment  me ,  and  this  done 
twice  fucceflively,  once  when  all  the  Fa¬ 
mily  had  given  over  Anne  Thorn  for 
dead. 

It  muft  be  allow’d,  that  all  Perfons  la¬ 
bouring  under  thofe  violent  Fits  as  Ann 
Thorn  did, -have  their  feeing  and  hearing 
much  moreexquifite(tho’deprav’d)  than 
others,  in  regard  of  the  abundance  of  A- 
nimal  Spirits  which  are  contain’d  and 
engendred,  infbmuch  that  it  may  be  af¬ 
firm’d,  that  the  greateft  part  of  their 
Blood  is  fpiritualiz’d  or  converted  into 
animal  Spirits.  Now  we  may  rationally 
fuppofe,  that  Anne  Thom  having  fpent 
her  Fury  upon  Jane  Wenham  in  the  for¬ 
mer  Encounter,  that  long  Intermiffion 
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out  of  which  {he  could  hardly  be  pro- 
vok’d,  but  at  the  Appearance  of  Jane 
Wenham ,  may  be  afciib’d  to  the  great 
Expence  and  Wafte  of  Animal  Spirits  in 
her  Iaft  Fit,  which  file  was  forc’d  to 
repair,  by  giving  the  Remainder  of  her 
Spirits  time  to  breed  more. 

In  the  next  place,  we  meet  with  an 
enchanting  Pin,  which  young  Chauncy 
takes  out  of  Jane  Wenham* s  Hand,  and 
pricks  her  with,  and  at  laft  fetches  out 
a  Watty  Serum  ;  by  which,  I  prefume, 
they  mean  a  Serous  Blood.  And  truly, 
no  more  could  be  expected  from  a  Wo¬ 
man  advanc’d  in  Years,  who  liv’d  low, 
and  perhaps  might  have  fome  other  rea- 
fon  for  luch  a  Scarcity  of  florid  Blood. 
But  after  this,  we  find  Jane  Wenham  goes 
home,  and  pafles  the  Night  in  Singing 
and  Dancing,  faying,  the  Maid  fhould 
he  well  that  Night :  Was  there  ever 
fuch  a  Mixture  of  Frenzy,  Simplicity, 
and  Unconcernednefs  ?  Truly,  I  am  apt 
to  think,  Jane  Wenham  her  felf  was  a 
little  touched,  by  being  fo  often  put  to 
the  Torture  of  Ill-Tongues,  and  more 
an  Object  of  Pity  than  Revenge. 

Now  comes  on  a  fecond-fighted  Evi-* 
dence,  who  fees  Pins  convey’d  to  Anne 
Thorn  by  an  invifible  Means.  ’Tis  Pity 
there  had  been  any  more  Depofitions, 
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this  is  fo  conclufive :  It  would  puzzle 
a  Judge  whether  to  try  the  Criminal  or 
the  Evidence  :  For  the  feeing  an  inviii- 
ble  Power,  looks  very  dangerous. 

After  this,  thefe  Witch-hunters  make 
ufe  of  an  infallible  Secret  of  proving  Jane 
Wenham  a  Witch,  by  putting  fome  of 
Anne  Thom's  Urine  into  a  Stone  Bottle, 
tying  the  Cork  down,  and  fetting  it  Or 
ver  the  Fire. 

I  prefume  this  Experiment, was  made 
at  the  Inftigation  of  Mrs.  Gardiner ,  who 
was  the  prime  She-Undertaker  in  this 
great  Affair.  If  the  Clergy  were  con^ 
cern’d  with  the  Maid’s  Urine,  they 
would  oblige  the  World  with  giving 
them  a  Rationale  of  its  working  fuch  fur- 
prifing  Effe&s. 

In  fhort, thefe  bufiePeople  were  teifing 
Jane  Wenham  upon  every  Occafion,  that 
they  had  brought  her  to  Fits  at  laft, 
and  it’s  no  wonder  to  find  her  falling 
into  the  Alternatives  of  Grief  and  joy. 

Before  Jane  Wenham  is  fent  to  Goal, 
Mr.  Strut  and  Mr.  Gardiner  make  ano¬ 
ther  Effort  upon  her,  and  remind  her 
of  her  former  Confeffjon,  which  fhe  poor 
^"Creature  took  littleNotice, of  being  full  of 
Evafions.  By  which  we  may  learn,  how 
little  fine  knew  of  the  Confequence  of 
her  conferring  what  fhe  did  to  to  the 
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Parfons ;  but  fhc  finding  they  improv’d 
it  to  her  Difadvantage ;  and  being  ad¬ 
vis’d,  I  prefiime,  to  Jie  more  upon  her 
Guard,  was  fhy  in  anfwering,  and  told 
them,  They  lay  in  wait  for  her  Life .  Being 
ask’d  in  what  manner  fhe  contracted 
with  the  Devil?  (he  faid,  an  Old  Man 
fpit  upon  her.  A  notable  Method  of 
Bargaining,  and  a  pretty  Invitation  in¬ 
to  his  Service,  and  the  neweft  way  of 
Signingand  Sealing  between  Parties  that 
one  fhall  hear  of.  I  have  read  in  your 
Books  of  Demmography,  fomething 
that  looks  more  folemn ;  as  that  the  De- 
yil,  in  order  to  make  People  renounce 
God,  ufually  makes  them  touch  a  Book, 
which  contains  feveral  abftrufe  Chara^ 
Cters,  and  then  threatens  to  throw  them 
in  a  deep  Lake  of  Black- water,  if  they 
don’t  inftantly  perform  the  Renuncia¬ 
tion  :  Then  at  the  Rendezvous  of  their 
Sabbath-meetings,  he  gives  them  a  paft 
of  Black  Millet,  and  the  Liver  of  an  un- 
bapt’zcd  Child,  which  has  a  Vertue  in 
it  of  making  them  keep  the  Devil’s  Se¬ 
crets.  He  likewife  fucks  the  Blood  of  the 
Left-foot  of  the  Sorcerer, or  Witch ;  with 
the  like.  Thefe  look  like  formal  Initia¬ 
tions  :  But  this  poor  Wretch  was  only 
fpit  upon  by  an  old  Farmer ;  perhaps  in 
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Spleen,  or  Derifion,  and  poflibly  pi— sM 
on,  and  this  inftantly  debs  her  a  Witch. 

Paffing  by  the  two  fenflefs  Depofiti- 
ons  of  Ifaiah  Wright ,  and  Th&mas  Harvey , 
we  are  next  preiented  with  an  enchant¬ 
ed  Pillow,  with  a  great  many  Cakes  of 
fmall  Feathers;  which,  how  great  a 
Wonder  foever  the  Priefts  made  of  it, 
is  no  furprize  to  the  Vpholjlerers ,  who 
meet  with  fucli  Prodigies  every  Day,  in 
the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Bufinefs.  As  to 
the  Maids  being  better  after  the  burn¬ 
ing  the  Feathers,  it’s  no  wonder,  People 
in  Anne  Thorn's  Condition  being  always 
reliev'd  by  the  Smell  of  fuch  Volatiles. 

The  laft  wonderful  Phenomenon  is, 
Jane  Wenhams  appearing  to  her  in  the 
Shape  of  a  Cat.  Now  fetting  afide  the 
Vicioufnefs  of  Anne  Thorn's  Opticks,  and 
the  irregular  Motion  of  her  Spirits, 
which  made  her  take  a  Cow  for  a  Tree, 
and  a  Man  for  an  Horfe.  I  deny  that 
there  can  be  any  fuch  Transformation 
of  an  Humane  Creature  into  a  Cat,  Dog, 
Hare,  or  any  other  Species.  It  is  not 
poffible,  either  in  Soul  or  Body.  Not 
in  the  Soul,  for  that  would  be  a  fort  of 
Mortality,  to  which  the  Soul  is  not  fub- 
je£t.  The  Sorceries  and  magical  Effects 
of  Evil  Spirits  may,  if  God  permits  them, 
flop  the  PaJTages  of  our  Senfes,  difturb 
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them,  and  enfeeble  the  Organs,  but  they 
cannot  annihilate  and  extinguifh  the 
reafonable  Soul, efface  the  Image  of  God, 
to  fubftitute  a  brutal  Soul  in  its  place. 
But  if  it  fhould  be  alledg’d,  that  the  rea¬ 
fonable  Soul  fequefters  it  felf,  and  makes 
room  for  the  other,  that  cannot  be  done 
without  the  intire  Death  of  the  Body. 
Nor  is  it  any  more  poflible  that  two 
Souls,  the  Reafonable  and  the  Brutal, 
fhould  be  joined  together,  for  then  there 
would  be  two  eflential  Forms  in  the 
fame  Subject,  which  cannot  be  allow'd 
according  to  Phyfical  Principles.  Nor 
is  the  Transformation  of  the  Body  more 
poflible  ;  for  this  Veflel  cannot  be  chan¬ 
ged  in  order  to  fubftitute  another  to  the 
reafonable  Soul,  which  is  alfo  improper 
to  vivifie  and  organize  the  Body  of  a 
Beaft.  This  Head,  this  Humane  Brain, 
in  which  the  Imagination  is  lodg’d,  and 
in  general,  all  the  Members  of  the  whole 
Body, are  fo  aptly  compos’d  for  the  Fun¬ 
ctions  of  a  reafonable  Soul,  that  it  can¬ 
not  be  lodg'd  in  the  Head  and  Body  of 
a  Brute. 

I  (hall  take  notice  but  of  one  ridicu¬ 
lous  Paffage  more,  and  fo  clofe  up  my 
Remarks  upon  the  Narrative,  which  is, 
that  of  Jane  IVenham7 s  coming  to  Anns 
Thom’s  Window,  after  her  Commit¬ 
ment*, 
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ment,  and  threatning  to  torment  her. 

Now  I  thought  it  was  a  received  O- 
pinion,  That  Witches  had  no  Power  o- 
ver  a  Perfon  after  being  in  the  Hands 
of  Juftice.  But  fuppofing  they  have, 
a  Query  very  naturally  occurs ;  How 
comes  it  to  pafs,  if  thefe  miferable 
Wretches  have  Liberty  to  get  out  of 
Prifon,  that  they  are  fuch  Fools  to  re¬ 
turn,  and  expofe  themfelves  to  the  al- 
moft  inevitable  Danger  of  fuffering  the 
Torments  appointed  in  fuch  Cafes.  At 
this  rate,  we  muft  believe  they  learn  no 
Wit  by  converfing  with  the  Devil. 

Having  briefly  run  over  the  Narra¬ 
tive,  according  to  the  Promifelmade 
you  at  firft,  Sir,  I  proceed  to  fhew  how 
fallacious  the  Proofs  of  a  Perfon’s  being 
a  Witch  are,  and  confequently  ought  ne¬ 
ver  to  extend  to  lofs  of  Life.  In  Ger¬ 
many,  People  have  a  fine  time  of  it :  A 
bare  Report  that  the  Perfon  is  a  Sorcer¬ 
er,  or  a  Witch,  is  enough  :  They  are 
immediately  upon  that  imprifon’d,  and 
then  interrogated  ;  if  they  deny  it,  they 
are  put  to  the  Torture ;  if  they  own  it, 
they  pronounce  their  own  Sentence.  It 
is  not  fo  bad  with  us,  God  be  thanked, 
but  the  Proof  againft  the  Criminals  of 
this  kind,  amongft  us,  is  for  the  mod 
part  very  precarious,  the  chief  Evidence 
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againft  them  being  generally  taken  fromPer- 
fons  faid  to  be  bewitch’d  by  them,  who  are 
for  the  moft  part  diftemper’d  in  Mind,  and 
confequently  their  Atteftation  is  of  no  more 
weight  than  a  Perfon’s  under  a  Delirium. 

If  any  Mifchief  befals  a  Perfon,  or  his 
Family,  after  the  paffionate,  but  impotent 
threats  of  an  Old  Woman,  it’s  a  fure  Ar¬ 
gument  of  her  being  a  Witch  ;  as  if  the 
Muttering  of  a  few  Words  fhould  con¬ 
ceal  in  them  the  occult  Malignity  ofan  im¬ 
mediate  Poifon,  or  that  a  AVifh  fhoulcl  be 
able  to  infefl:  Cattle  with  the  Murrain,  or 
that  God,  whofe  Omnipotence  but  very 
rarely  tranfcends  the  Laws*  of  Nature, 
fhould  allow  them  to  be  violated  continual¬ 
ly,  to  oblige  a  petulant  peevifh  old  Woman, 
and  the  Devil  be  ftill  at  her  Devotion. 

But  if  there  be  no  Occafion  given,  if 
Envy,  Revenge,  Malice,  or  Power,  fall  in 
with  Ignorance,  they  may  prove  fatal  to 
any  deftitute  of  Friends :  Nay,  feme  Per¬ 
formances,  the  like  of  which  have  not  been 
feen  before, in  which  appear  fome  Motions, 
of  which  the  Springs  are  unknown,  have 
been  fufficient  to  fix  the  Brand  of  a  Sorcer¬ 


er  upon  a  Perfon.  A  learned  Man  at  Paris 
was  accus’d  of  Magkk,for  printi  ng  a  Com¬ 
mentary  on  the  Tenth  Book  o iEaclid ;  and 
a  Norman  Gentleman  ohferving  from  the 
Barometer,  that  it  would  not  be  long  be- 
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fore  it  rain’d,  got  his  Hay  mow7d  whilft 
the  fine  Weather  lafted,  which  made  the 
Country  People  report,  he  held  a  Corre- 
ipondence  with  the  Devil.  The  Water  Ex¬ 
periment  to  try  Witches,  is  the  moll  falla¬ 
cious  of  any,  fo  is  that  of  Marks  about  the 
Body  :  A  Mole  or  Wart,  or  any  Excre- 
fcency, palling  current  for  the  Stamp  of  the 
Devil.  It  would  be  endlefs  to  recount  the 
feveral  idle  Tokens  the  Country  People 
have  of  Witchcraft,  and  not  one  of  them 
with  the.  leaft  Shadow  of  Reafon. 

Now  that  the  Vulgar  fhould  afcribe  e- 
wvery  thing  that’s  a  little  furprizing,  to 
Witchcraft, is.  no  wonder  ;  but  that  Clergy¬ 
men,  Men  fuppos’d  to  have  made  fome 
Improvement  in  Phyfick,  fliould  give  into 
the  little  crude  Notions  of  Nurfes  and  Old 
Women,  about  Things  which  might  eafily 
be  folv’d  by  natural  Caufes,  is  aftonifhing ; 
but  there  is  a  V ulgus  amongft  the  learned, 
who,  becaule  they  cannot  readily  affign  a 
Caufe  for  the  Event, as  being  lefs  obvious  to 
Senfe,  prefently  conclude  it  preternatural. 
To  own  their  Ignorance,  ’twould  put 
them  into  too  great  a  Confufion,  or  give 
them  too  much  Trouble  to  fearch  intothefe 
Caufes.  ’Tis  a  furer  as  well  as  a  fhorter 
way,  for  their  Reputation  and  Eafe,  to  cry 
it  up  at  once  for  a  Miracle.  By  that  they 
free  themfelyes  from  many  perplexing 
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Queries ;  and  intermixing  the  fpecious  Pretext 
of  Religion  with  it,  they  feem  to  advance  God's 
Glory. 

I  think,  amongft  the  few  good  Things  that 
Lewis  XIV.  has  done,  this  ought  to  be  mention’d, 
that  he  has  alter’d  the  Proceedings  again  Pc  Magic 
and  Witchcraft,  turning  the  Penalty  of  Death 
into  Banilhment,  and  afterwards  by  a  Decree  of 
the  Council  ot  State  in  1672,  order’d  that  all 
the  Prifons  in  Normandy  fhould  be  fet  open  to  all 
Perfons  that  were  detained  for  thofe  Crimes. 

Before  we  take  our  leave  of  this  Subject,  we 
muE  examine  a  little  into  this  Exorcifm  by 
Prayer,  which  we  have  referved  for  the  lafl. 
This  Exorcifm  is  of  a  very  ancient  Date,  pra¬ 
ctis’d  amongE  the  People  of  Greece.  But  as  it 
was  manag’d  at  that  time,  it  became  Icandalous. 
It  was  perform’d  generally  by  mean  and  merce¬ 
nary  old  Women,  who  made  it  their  Bufmefs 
to  go  and  read  certai  n  Forms  of  Prayer, in  order 
to  pacify  Perfons  and  Houfes.  This  Trade  of 
an  ExorciE  was  accounted  difhonourable  in 
thefe  Days,  upon  the  Score  of  its  being  a  pious 
Fraud :  For  which  Reafon  the  Orator  ^/Efchwes, 
Son  to  a  Woman  who  had  practis’d  it,  was  igno- 
minioully  treated  by  Demofthcp.es.  And  1  fear 
our  modern  ExorciEs  will  find  as  little  Credit 
amongE  the  Judicious,  efpecially  if  all  the  Exor- 
^cifms  are  perform’d  like  that  upon  Anne  Thorp. 
'Here  is  a  poor  Maid  Epileptiek,  HyEerical,  Lu- 
natick  by  turns :  ThePrieE  comes  and  prays  by  her 
in  oneofherFits, which  laEs  more  or  lefs3a  cord¬ 
ing  to  the  Difpofition  of  her  Animal  Spirits. 
The  Fit  goes  off  in  its  due  Courfe,  and  this  is 
call’d  an  Exorcifm.  I  do  fay,  any  one  that 
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fprinkles  Water  in  a  Perfon’s  Face  that’s  going 
to  fwoon,  has  a  better  Claim  to  an  Exorcift, 
than  thefe.  1  thought  in  all  true  Exorcifms,  the 
Evil  Spirit  was  call  out  and  entirely  banifh’d, 
and  left  the  Patient  with  Tome  Struggles ;  lfiil 
we  find  him  returning  into  this  Exorcis’d  Per^ 
foil  at  Pleafure :  But  perhaps  it  was  not  the 
fame  Devil,  and  ’twere  more  for  the  Priefts 
Credit  to  give  out  it  was  a  frefh  Demon  every 
time  :  So  having  a  Legion  upon  their  Hands, 
they  would  have  the  Reputation  of  the  great- 
eft  Kill-Devils  in  the  Kingdom.  It  is  with 
indignation,  to  be  ferious,  a  Man  fees  fuch 
baredac’d  Impoftures  walk  about  in  the  Face  of 
the  World  :  But  we  prefume,  they  who  would 
impofe  on  the  World  in  this  planner,  hope  to 
find  their  Account  in  it,  and  that  nothing  but 
Seif-lntereft  could  induce  them  to  propagate 
fuch  Delu  (ions. 

If  they  could  once  fix  this  Belief  in  the 
Minds  of  the  People,  that  they  were  indued 
with  a  fpecial  Power  of  difpofTcffmg  Ferfons, 
and  affifting  them  in  preternatural  Streights  and 
Exigencies,  by  virtue  of  their  Sacerdotal  Office, 
h  m  ftrangely  would  thefe  Surmifes  work  in 
time,  and  not  only  attrad  the  Devotion  of 
the  Simple  to  them,  but  likewife  weighty 
Offerings?  Some  fuch  Dclign  mu  ft  be  at  tie 
Bpttom  of  this  Delulion,  and  the  Multitude  of 
fuperftitious  People  at  this  time  of  Day,  may  be 
a  Party,  for  ought  I  know,  fufficientto  fupport 
it:  Kay,  if  once  a  Prieft  could  bring  his  Parifhi- 
oners  to  believe  this  power  of  Exorciling,  I 
don’t  doubt  but  in  time  he  might  graft  more 

pretended 


(  45  5 

pretended  Miracles  upon  that  Stock,  and  fet  up 
at  laft,  for  driving  away  the  VI  ague  ^  curing  Cat¬ 
tle  of  the  Murrain,  boaft  of  a  fovereign  Reme¬ 
dy  againft  the  Tooth-Ach,  recover  loft  Goods, 
and  in  fhort,  be  reforted  to  as  a  Prophet  upon 
all  Occafions.  As  this  would  not  only  enrich 
them,  and  transfer  the  Wealth  of  the  Parifh  in¬ 
to  their  Hand,  fo  likewife  it  would  raife  their 
Perfons  into  greater  Efteem  with  the  World. 
What  Honours  could  be  thought  too  great  for 
fuch  a  Wonder-working  Prieft  ?  and  when  once 
conferr’d  by  the  Laity,  How  would  the  Prieft 
improve  them,  till  at  laft  they  might  be  tem¬ 
pted  to  put  in  a  modeft  Claim  to  be  exempted 
from  all  politick  and  pofitive  Laws,  unlefs  of 
their  own  making  ?  Nay,  who  could  think,  but 
that  they  who  were  entrufted  with  fuch  a  fpeci- 
fick  and  God-like  power,  were  the  fitteft  to  be 
Legiflators  themfelves,  and  that  the  Gods  were 
come  down  to  us  in  the  Likenefs  of  Men  ?  Nay, 
if  our  Priefthood  in  this  degenerate  State,  could 
perfwade  their  People,  that  they  were  capable  of 
doing  fo  great  a  Miracle  as  exorciling  a  pof- 
fefs’cl  Perfon,  they  might  preferve  their  Efteem 
and  Veneration  without  the  labourious  way  of 
keeping  up  unblemifh’d  San&ity,  and  Exempla- 
rinefs  of  Life.  This  Point  once  gained,  How 
expos’d  and  open  fliould  we  lie  to  all  the  Inroads 
of  Fopi-jh  Superftition  ?  We  might  then  expect  tq 
fee  Spiritual  Fairs  fet  up  in  every  Parifh,  where 
hallow’d  Wax-Candles,  Amulets,  Charms,  holy 
Oil,  and  a  thoufand  Tinklets  would  be  fold,  as 
fo  many  effectual  Devi l~L)ri vers,  in  the  Abfence 
of  the  Prieft.  But  to  return  to  our  Chevaliers  o£ 
the  Exorcifm  :  I  don’t  apprehend,  with  what 
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Colour  of  Certainty  thefe  Gentlemen  can  attri¬ 
bute  the  Abatement  of  Anne  Thorns  Fits  to  the 
Snccefs  of  their  Prayers?  Indeed  they  chofe  a  pro¬ 
per  time  to  prove  the  Force  of  their  fpiritual 
Drugs,  even  when  (lie  was  in  her  Fits  *,  and  they 
having  a  round  Number  of  Collefls  to  ply  her 
with,  it  was  ten  to  one  if  the  Paroxifm  did  not 
abate  in  thatTime  which  was  forthwith  afcrib’d 
to  Prayer  j  whereas  I  would  venture  any  Wager, 
that  the  Maid  had  come  to  her  felf(as  they  vul¬ 
garly  fay)  within  that  time, without  the Affillance 
ofthofe  Prayers.  Not  that  I  would  here  be  thought 
to  derogate  from  the  Prayers  of  our  Church, and 
the  admirable  Colle&s  contain’d  in  the  feveral 
Offices :  No,  they  ffiall  ever  have  my  higheffc 
Efteem  \  but  I  think  them  of  no  Ufe  in  the 
Cafe  before  us,  as  neither  being  adapted  to  the 
Circumftanee,  or  a  Method  any  ways  recom¬ 
mended  in  holy  Writ.  For  I  mull  beg  leave  to 
interpret  that  Paffage  of  our  Saviour’s  of  this 
kind ,  goeth  not  out  but  by  Prayer  and  Fafiing ,  very 
different  from  the  Reverend’s  Expoiition.  By 
their  making  ufe  of  this  Text  in  their  Narra¬ 
tive,  to  juftifie  the  Efficacy  of  Prayer  in  fuch 
Cafes, one  would  think  that  they  underftood  the 
Saying  of  our  Saviour,  as  if  Prayer  and  Falling 
were  the  proper  Methods  for  difpoffeffing  an 
Evil  Spirit :  Whereas,  if  we  attend  to  the  Con¬ 
text,  we  ffiall  find  it  very  different.  This  Ex- 
preffion  of  our  Saviour’s  has  its  Rife  from  a 
Man’s  bringing  his  Son  to  him,  who  was  pofr 
fefs’d  with  a  dumb  Spirit,  having  firlt  try’d  the 
Power  of  his  Difciples,  who  were  unable  to  call 
him  out.  Hereupon  Chrilt  reproves  them  for 
their  want  of  Faith,  and  calls  out  this  dumb  and 
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deaf  Spirit :  His  Difciples  taking  an  Opportu¬ 
nity  to  ask  him.  Why  they  could  not  caft  him 
out?  he  told  them,  this  kind  can  ccme  forth  by 
nothing  but  by  Prayer  and  Falling*  Now  by  Prayer 
and  Fafiing  in  this  place,  Chrift  means  the  Pre¬ 
paratory  Acts  of  Devotion  and  Mortification,  in 
order  to  obtain  fo  fublime  a  Faith  as  was  requi- 
fite  to  the  fubduing  of  thofe  Evil  Spirits  *,  not 
that  the  bare  Opus  operatum  of  Prayer  or  Fafting, 
was  of  any  Power  to  expel  a  Demon,  or  chafe  a- 
way  a  Spirit :  For  we  never  find  our  Savipur 
making  ufe  of  any  Form  of  Prayer,  but  with 
Authority  commanding  them  forthwith  to  come 
out, which  they  did  fometimes  with  Relu&ance  j 
and  upon  the  Approach  of  our  Saviour,  knowing 
it  was  their  laft  EfFort,would  leave  very  terrible 
Marks  of  their  Rage  behind  them.  Of  thefe  Evil 
Spirits  quitting  them, and  the  immediate  Change 
for  the  better,  the  Demoniacks  were  forth¬ 
with  fenfible,  and  they  never  return’d.  But  in 
this  Mock-Exorcifm,  we  have  no  violent  Strug¬ 
gles,  but  what  were  the  immediate  Effe&s  of  the 
Fit.  The  Maid  is  no  ways  fenfible  of  any  Spi¬ 
rit  going  out  of  her,  fhe  is  tormented  afrefh  in 
the  Courfe  of  her  Diftemper  *,  and  one  time,  by 
the  Priefts  own  Confeffion,  Afmodaw  was  deaf 
to  the  Liturgy.  But  one  thing  mull  not  be  o- 
mitted  here,  viz-  that  Anne  Thorn  never  com¬ 
plain’d  to  thefe  Divines,  of  the  Devil’s  Uneafl- 
nefs  at  the  frequent  Removes  they  gave  him  by 
Prayer  *,  or  that  Jane  Wenham  finding  her  Power 
waftingby  the  frequent  Application  ofthat  Lip- 
falve,  did  not,  amongft  other  Threatnings,warn 
Anne  Thorn  againft  this  frequent  Prayer :  Ko, 
we  find 'her,  by  tl^eir  own  Account,  equally  fuc- 
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eefsful,  and  triumphing  over  their  fiiam  Mira¬ 
cles,  and  themfelves  expos'd  as  a  Company  of 
raw  A r tills. 

As  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  difpoffieffing  of  Evil- 
Spirits  was  one  of  the  noblefl  Exercifes  of  Pow¬ 
er  Chrift  made  ufe  of  whilft  he  was  upon  Earth, 
and  we  find  the  A  pottles  £tho?  far  fuperior  to 
any  of  their  Succeflbfs,  in  Faith  and  good 
.Works)  not  fufficiently  qualify’d  for  that  great 
Undertaking  *,  and  therefore,  methinks  it  would 
be  but  a  becoming  Modefty  in  the  Prietthood, 
to  examine  their  own  Lives  and  Convention, 
and  their  Confciences  would  foon  make  a  Report 
how  farlhort  they  fall  of  thofe  Qualifications  nc*. 
cellar y  to  fo  great  a  Work.  This  Method  would 
abate  their  Pride,  and  humble  their  fpiritual 
Sufficiency,  and  that  Glory  which  they  afiume 
to  themfelves  now,  upon  a  fuppofiticious  Mira¬ 
cle,  would  then  appear  to  them  as  the  moil  def- 
perate  Prefumption.  The  fpiritual  Gifts  and 
Graces  they  convey  to  us  in  their  Minifterial  Ca¬ 
pacity,  is  all  the  Power  we  know  they  are  vetted 
with  at  prefent,  and  afpiring  to  more,is  the  only 
Means  to  weaken  what  they  are  allowed  to  have. 
If  to  this,  the  Clergy  would  be  a  little  more 
converfant  with  the  Hittory  of  Difeafes,  and 
enquire  more  narrowly  into  the  Phylical  Caufes 
of  things,  feveral  Effeds  would  not  appear  fo 
perplexing,  neither  would  they  be  fo  forward 
to  alcribe  thofe  Difeafes  to  the  Devil,  where 
INatnre  is  primarily  concern'd. 


